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WASHINGTON PLEDGE: TOMAREE LODGE SITE WILL REMAIN IN 

PUBLIC HANDS UNDER LABOR 

Following years of campaigning, Port Stephens MP Kate Washington has pledged that a Daley Labor 
Government will keep Shoal Bay's Tomaree Lodge site in public hands. 

In contrast, the Berejiklian Government continues to refuse to disclose their plans for the site. 

Ms Washington, who is also Labor's spokesperson for disability services, has been fighting to ensure the site 
remains in public hands since 2013 when the then-O'Farrell Government announced the state-run disability 
residential care service on site would close by mid-2018. 

While Tomaree Lodge's closure date has been pushed back a number of times, significant community 
concern over the future use of the site has continued to grow. 

Recently, eight local community organisations joined to form the 'Friends of Tomaree Headland' group to 
advocate for the site remaining in public hands in perpetuity. The group includes: 

• Tomaree Business Chamber 

• Nelson Bay RSL Sub-Branch 

• Destination Port Stephens 

• Port Stephens Historical Society 

• Shoal Bay Community Association 

• Tomaree Ratepayers and Residents Association 

• EcoNetwork Port Stephens 

• Marine Parks Association 

In Parliament and through formal correspondence, Ms Washington has repeatedly asked the Government to 
reveal its future plans for the Tomaree Lodge site. The Berejiklian Government has never come clean on 
their plans, however in May 2017, the Minister for Disability Services revealed that the future use of the site 
would be determined by Property NSW -whose job it is to sell'surplus' government-owned land : 

Once the Department of Family and Community Services (FACS) declare the sites at Stockton and 
Tomaree vacant and surplus to its operational needs, they will be referred to Property NSW to 
consider the future ownership of these FACS assets. (Question on Notice- 5501 Tomaree Lodge) 

Just over one week ago, the Minister for Disability Services Ray Williams once again advised that the 
Government had not made a final decision on the future use of the site, even though their timeline to close 
Tomaree Lodge was announced more than five years ago. 

Importantly, today's pledge does not impact on the residents who remain at Tomaree Lodge awaiting their 
transfer to community housing. 

Quotes attributable to Kate Washington MP 

"Since before I was elected, I've been fighting to ensure this precious parcel of land remains in public hands. 
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"My pledge to the people of Port Stephens is this - under Labor, this site will stay in public hands, and the 
local community will determine what happens on the site. 

"The Government announced their timeline to close Tomaree Lodge more than five years ago. Time and time 
again since that announcement, they have refused to reveal their plans for the site. 

"It's clear the Government either has something to hide, or they've spent more than five years putting this 
important issue in the too-hard basket. 

"My position is clear- under Labor, the Tomaree Lodge site will remain in public hands. 

"I'm calling on the Berejiklian Government to come clean on its plans. After what we've seen happen at the 
Mambo Wetlands, we know they cannot be trusted to do the right thing with environmentally, culturally and 
historically important sites." 
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